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Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 
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STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 

Area  1,504  statute  acres 

Population  26,270  Estimated  niid-1071 

26,830  Census  1971 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  Census  1931  7,104 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  Census  1961  9,119 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  Estimated  1971  9,216 

Rateable  Value  £804,319 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £7,200 
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TO  THE  COUNCIL  OF  THE  BOROUGH  OF  FARNWORTH 


Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1971.  The  Department  continued  to 
safeguard  the  well-being  of  the  inhabitants  throughout  the  year 
in  spite  of  the  lack  of  one  Inspector  for  eight  months  in  the  year — 
the  lapse  of  time  between  a resignation  and  a further  appointment. 


The  preliminary  results  of  the  April  1971  Census  enumerated 
a population  of  26,830,  made  up  of  12,820  males  and  14,010 
females.  Of  this  total,  1,320  were  born  before  1896  and  6,650  or 
24.8%  were  born  after  1956.  Men  aged  over  65  years  formed  11.2 y 
of  the  male  population  and  women  aged  over  60  years  formed 
23.6%  of  the  female  population. 

The  impetus  in  the  sphere  of  housing  continued;  at  the  year 
end  486  houses,  represented  as  unfit  for  human  habitation,  were 
awaiting  demolition,  and  both  the  local  authority  and  private 
builders  erected  a post-war  record  number  of  new  houses — 330. 
Smoke  Control  continued  to  expand  and  over  one  third  of  the 
total  houses  are  now  smokeless. 


I am  indebted  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Heal  til 
Committee  for  their  understanding  and  forbearance,  and  grateful 
to  my  colleagues  in  the  Health  Department  for  their  loyal  co- 
operation. 


ELLIS  TAYLOR, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1971 


Farnworth  England 

& Wales 


Males 

Females  Total  {Total) 

Estimated  mid-year  home 

population 

— 

— 

26,270 

48,815,000 

Live  Births: 

Total  

242 

232 

474 

783,165 

Legitimate  

216 

205 

421 

717,491 

Illegitimate  

26 

27 

53 

65,674 

Stillbirths; 

Total  

4 

3 

7 

9,898 

Legitimate  

3 

2 

5 

8,826 

Illegitimate  

1 

1 

2 

1,072 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births: 

Total  

246 

235 

481 

793,063 

Legitimate  

219 

207 

426 

726,317 

Illegitimate  

27 

28 

55 

66,746 

Deaths  of  Infants: 

Under  1 year  of  age. 

Total  

9 

3 

12 

13,726 

Legitimate  

9 

3 

12 

12,140 

Illegitimate  

— 

— 

■ — 

1,586 

Under  4 weeks  of  age. 

Total  

5 

1 

6 

9,113 

Legitimate  

5 

1 

6 

8,121 

Illegitimate  

— , 

— 

— 

992 

Under  1 week  of  age. 

Total  

4 

1 

5 

7,750 

Legitimate  

4 

1 

5 

6,903 

Illegitimate  

— 

— 

— 

847 

Deaths — all  ages: 

217 

205 

422 

567,345 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1971 


Live  Birth  Rates,  etc. 


England 
Farnworth  and  Wales 


Live  births  per  1,000  home 
population  (crude  rate)  

18.0 

16.0 

Area  comparability  factor  

1.10 

1.00 

Local  adjusted  rate  

19.8 

16.0 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  rate  to 
national  rate  

1.24 

1.00 

Illegitimate  live  births  as  percentage 
of  all  live  births  

11 

8 

Stillbirth  Rate: 

Stillbirths  per  1,000  total  live 

and  still  births  15 

Infant  Mortality  Ratejs: 

Deaths  under  1 year  per  1,000 

live  births  15 

Deaths  of  legitimate  infants  under 

1 year  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births  29 


Deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  under 
1 year  per  1,000  illegitimate 
live  births  


Neonatal  Mortality  Rate: 

Deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000 

live  births  J3 

Early  Neonatal  Mortality  Rate: 

Deaths  under  1 week  per  1,000  total 

live  births  11 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate: 

Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1 week 
combined,  per  1,000  total  live  and 
still  births  25 

Death  Rates,  etc.  — All  Ages: 

Deaths  per  1,000  home  population 

(crude  rate)  16.1 

Area  comparability  factor  .88 

Local  adjusted  rate  14.2 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  rate  to 

national  rate  1.22 


12 


18 

17 

24 


12 


10 


22 


11.6 

1.00 

11.6 

1.00 
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The  population  of  the  Borough  continued  to  decline,  albeit 
slowly,  according  to  the  Registrar  General’s  computation  and  in 
spite  of  the  apparent  census  enumeration  boost.  The  total  births 
were  within  7 of  last  year’s  figure,  there  were  5 fewer  stillbirths  and 
7 more  infant  deaths,  and  the  perinatal  rate  consequently  fell  to 
Z5  compared  with  32  in  1970.  The  total  deaths  were  12  fewer  than 
last  year;  the  causes  were  similar  to  previous  years,  apart  from  three 
infant  deaths  from  meningococcal  meningitis. 


The  causes  of  death  in  all  ages  in  1971  are  given  in  Table  1. 


TABLE  1. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  ALL  AGES  IN  1971 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Unlike  previous  years  in  which  the  presence  of  communicable 
disease  was  minimal,  this  year,  which  was  the  biennial  year  with 
little  measles  prevalent,  saw  the  start  of  what  proved  to  be  a 
grumbling  persistence  of  meningitis — both  meningococcal  and  viral. 
The  outbreak  could  be  said  to  have  started  in  the  last  week  of 
December,  1970  when  an  eight  month  old  boy  died.  Two  more 
cases  occurred  in  February  and  one,  an  eighteen  month  old  child, 
died.  In  March  two  further  cases  occurred,  a six  month  old  boy 
and  a thirteen  month  old  girl,  both  of  whom  died.  All  these  deaths 
were  fulminating  cases  and  happened  within  Tours  of  onset.  At 
this  time  it  was  known  that  sporadic  widespread  cases  were  arising 
in  the  neighbouring  County  Borough  and  it  became  clear  that  so 
far  as  the  meningococcal  infection  was  concerned  the  major  outbreak 
seemed  confined  mainly  in  these  two  areas.  Isolated  cases  showed 
up  in  adjacent  County  districts  but  were  quite  sporadic.  Of  the  12 
notified  cases,  8 were  meningococcal  and  4 were  viral  infections. 
Two  early  deaths  were  notified  by  the  Coroner  as  they  died  before 
reaching  hospital.  Throughout  the  year  there  has  been  the  closest 
liaison  with  the  County  Borough  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  and  early  steps  were  taken  to 
alert  all  family  doctors. 


Details  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  year  1971  are 
given  in  Table  2. 


12 

TABLE  2. 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE 

YEAR  1971 


Notifi.vble 

Disease 

Total 

cases 

at  all 
ages 

.VCxE  Periods — Years 

1 

0-  j 

I i 

1-  ,2-  3-  , 4-  i 

' j 

: 1 

5- 

I 

10- 

15- 

25 

& 

over 

Age 

un- 

known 

Measles  (excluding 

, 1 

1 

! 

i 

rubella)  ... 

6 

— 

3 — — 1 

1 

1 

Dysentery  .. 

Nil 

— 

— — — — 

— 

i ” 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

9 

- 

- 1 - , 2 

4 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  

Nil 

1 

— 

Acute 

i 

meningitis 

12 

— 

4 —'21  — 

2 

1 

2 

1 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

paralytic 

: Nil 

t 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Non-paralytic  ... 

: Nil 

— 

_ _ _____ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  encephalitis 
Infective  

Post-infectious  .. 

Leptospirosis 
Paratyphoid  fever 

Typhoid  fever  

Food  poisoning 


0- 

5- 

15- 

45- 

1 65 

' & 

1 over 

Age 

un- 

known 

i 

\ 

\ ■ 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nil  , 

— 

— 

! Nil  ‘ 

1 

— 



— 

— 

— 

Nil  1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— ^ 



— 

— 

— 

0- 


Tetanus ' Nil 

Infective 

jaundice 

Tuberculosis — 

Respiratory  , 5 

Meninges  and 

C.N.S Nil 

Other 1 

Whooping  cough  ...  I 7 


1- 


5-  10- 


15-120-25- 


— 14  11 


* I 


35- 


45- 


55- 


65-  75- 


Age 

un- 

known 


1 — — 


Smallpox  i Nil 

Ophthalmia 

neonatorum  | Nil 

Anthrax  I Nil 

Yellow  fever  ...I  Nil 


No.  of  cases  of  fatal  tuberculosis  not  notified  before  death — Nil. 
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VOLUNTARY  ORGANISATIONS  AND  HEALTH 

The  town  continued  to  be  well  served  by  many  active 
voluntary  bodies  concerned  with  improving  and  maintaining  the 
health  and  happiness  of  the  community.  They  have  all  extended 
and  consolidated  their  services  and  deserve  the  gratitude  and 
appreciation  of  the  Corporation  on  behalf  of  the  townsfolk. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 


There  was  no  need  to  invoke  this  Act  during  the  year. 


NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE— HEARING  AIDS 

By  arrangement  with  Bolton  and  District  Hospital  Management 
Committee,  local  people  with  National  Health  Service  hearing  aids 
are  able  to  get  replacement  parts  and  batteries  from  Farnworth 
Health  Department.  This  saves  them  the  journey  to  Bolton  Royal 
Infirmary,  where  they  would  have  to  go  otherwise. 

The  number  of  attendances  by  people  taking  advantage  of  this 
arrangement  in  1971  was  955.  Since  the  scheme  was  introduced  m 
July,  1969  a total  of  1861  replacements  have  been  made  at 
Farnworth. 


14 


HOUSING 

Further  progress  was  made  during  the  year  in  improving 
housing  conditions  in  the  Borough. 

118  houses,  of  which  104  were  classified  as  unfit  for  habitation, 
were  demolished  under  clearance  area  procedure.  These  houses 
were  mainly  in  the  Princess  Street,  Cross  Street,  Devon  Street, 
Lome  Street  and  Ash  Street  areas.  It  is  worth  recording  that  the 
overall  time  taken  to  clear  the  51  houses  in  the  Barncroft  Road/ 
Cross  Street  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  was  two  years,  from 
initial  representation  to  final  site  clearance.  One  would  wish  that 
this  expeditious  time-scale  could  apply  to  all  clearance  areas. 


Five  clearance  areas  were  officially  represented  during  the 
year: 


No.  of 
Unfit  Houses 


The  Lee  Street  (No.  1)  Clearance  Area  ...  3 

The  Lee  Street  (No.  2)  Clearance  Area  ...  2 

The  Lee  Slreet/Lorne  Street  (No.  1) 

Clearance  Area  48 

The  Lome  Street  (No.  2)  Clearance  Area  ...  3 

The  Darley  Street  (No.  2)  Clearance  Area  5 


61 


At  the  end  of  the  year  the  following  houses  in  represented 
clearance  areas  were  awaiting  demolition: 
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Clearance  Areas  No.  of 

Houses 

Arthur  Street/Bridgewater  Street  60 

Ash  Street/Spring  Street  89 

Brackley  Street/Ellesmere  Street  29 

Brackley  Street/Bridgewater  Street  No.  1 

(Amended)  40 

Bridgewater  Street  No.  1 7 

Bridgewater  Street  No.  2 18 

Brackley  Street/Bridgewater  Street  No.  2 

(Amended)  32 

Ellesmere  Street 2 

Ellesmere  Street/Kent  Street  73 

Westminster  Street/Northumberland  Street  75 

Darley  Street  No.  2 5 

Lee  Street  No.  1 3 

Lee  Street  No.  2 2 

Lee  Street/Lorne  Street  No.  1 48 

Lome  Street  No.  2 3 


486 


As  reported  in  last  year’s  Report,  the  Council  approved  in 
December,  1970  a Clearance  Programme  covering  535  houses. 
Inspection  of  houses  in  the  first  phase  of  this  Programme  (Elizabeth 
Street-Price  Street)  began  in  the  year  under  review. 


In  1971,  330  new  dwellings  were  built — 207  by  the  Corporation 
and  123  by  private  builders.  57  houses  were  improved  by  their 
owners  with  the  aid  of  Improvement  Grants.  Essential  repairs  were 
carried  out  at  63  private  houses  under  Public  Health  Act  procedures. 


During  the  year  the  Department  carried  out  a suiwey  of  the 
town’s  older  houses,  excluding  those  for  which  clearance  is 
envisaged,  with  a view  to  ascertaining  the  number  which  were 
lacking  in  some  or  all  of  the  standard  amenities  (baths,  hot  water 
and  indoor  toilets) . It  was  found  that  about  900  houses  fell  into 
this  category. 
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Housing  statistics  for  1971  are  as  follows: 

1 . Housing  Stock 

Number  of  privately-owned  houses  at  31st 


December,  1971  5181 

Number  of  local  authority-owned  houses  at 
31st  December,  1971: 

(a)  Built  by  local  authority 3835 

(b)  Acquired  by  local  authority  200 


9216 


2.  New  Houses  Built 

Completed  in  1970: 


Houses 

Flats 

(a)  By  local  authority  

159 

48 

(b)  By  private  builders  

123  — 

282 

48 

330 

3 .  Houses  Acquired 

Number  of  houses  acquired  by  the  local  authority 
in  1971  (other  than  by  Compulsory  Purchase)  ...  63 


4.  Houses  Demolished 

Number  of  unfit  houses  demolished  in  1971  104 

Number  of  other  houses  demolished  in  1971  ...  14 


118 
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5.  Persons  Displaced  by  Demolition 

Number  of  persons  displaced  from  demolished 
houses  in  1971  296 

6.  Unfit  Houses 

Estimated  number  of  unfit  houses  remaining 
at  31st  December,  1971: 

(a)  in  represented  Clearance  Areas  491 

(b)  not  yet  represented  513 

1004 


7.  Housing  Improvements 

Number  of  applications  for  Improvement  Grant 
received  in  1971  57 

Number  of  applications  for  Improvement  Grant 
approved  in  1971  57 

8.  P^epair  of  Privately-CKvned  Houses 

Number  of  privately-owned  houses  repaired  in 
1971  as  a result  of  action  by  local  authority  ...  63 

Table  3 shows  the  number  of  houses  erected  and  demolished 
each  year  since  1946. 


Year 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 
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TABLE  3. 

Houses  (including  flats)  erected  and  demolished 


Erected 

Demolished 

By  local  authority 

By  private  builders 

95 

_ 

164 

- 

- 

146 

- 

4 

55 

- 

— 

122 

- 

- 

38 

- 

- 

75 

5 

- 

84 

9 

9 

156 

1 

- 

102 

2 

13 

84 

2 

- 

98 

10 

4 

34 

4 

71 

- 

1 

3 

24 

6 

75 

106 

58 

32 

22 

57 

55 

51 

8 

102 

53 

9 

28 

34 

48 

29 

46 

31 

58 

58 

27 

59 

32 

53 

102 

56 

119 

107 

70 

66 

146 

207 

123 

118 

2,012 

i 

639 

1,015 

2,651 
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CLEAN  AIR 

The  unfortunate  curtailment  of  smoke  control  activities 
reported  in  the  review  for  1970  came  to  an  end  early  in  1971,  when, 
on  the  resumption  of  normal  supplies  of  solid  fuel,  the  smoke 
control  orders  which  had  been  suspended  were  brought  back 
into  operation.  Subsequently,  by  pressing  on  as  quickly  as  possible 
with  surveys  for  new  smoke  control  areas,  progress  has  been  made 
in  recovering  lost  ground. 


'I'he  No.  5 Smoke  Control  Order,  approved  by  the  Council  in 
1970,  was  confirmed  in  August,  1971.  Three  months  later  a draft 
No.  6 Order  (Highfield  Road)  was  approved,  but  difficulties  arose 
in  planning  conversions  for  Corporation-owned  houses  in  the  area 
concerned,  and  the  Order  had  to  be  redrafted.  This  delayed  sub- 
mission until  1972.  The  No.  6 Order  will  cover  about  800  premises 
and  will  include  the  Westminster  Street-Northumberland  Street 
redevelopment  area. 


Smoke  Control  Orders  in  operation  or  confirmed  at  the  end  of 
the  year  were  as  follows: 


Ol  der  No. 

Area 

No.  of 
Premises 

Acreage 

Late  ol 
( )])eration 

1 

Plodder  Lane  South 

1,322 

200 

Isl  June,  1967 

2 

Plodder  Lane  North 

416 

145 

1st  July,  1968 

3 

Egerton  St./Harper  Green  255 

92 

1st  July,  1968 

4 

Harper  Green/ 

Bradford  Road 

1 ,364 

175 

1st  Dec-,  1969 

5 

Town  Centre 

224 

50 

1st  July,  1972 

Again  no  serious  problems  arose  during  the  year  from  industrial 
smoke.  Most  of  the  town’s  factories  are  using  smokeless  fuel,  and 
the  few  boiler  plants  burning  coal  have  been  converted  to  operate 
with  a minimum  of  smoke  emission.  There  were  occasional  smoke 
problems  caused  by  the  burning  of  demolition  materials  on  clearance 
sites,  but  these  incidents  are  usually  of  short  duration  and  ('on- 
tractors  are  generally  co-operative. 
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Daily  measurements  of  atmospheric  smoke  and  sulphur  were 
made  during  the  year  at  two  sites  in  the  Borough — one  in  the 
smoke-controlled  part  of  the  town  and  one  outside.  Results  are 
shown  in  Tables  4 and  5.  Acknowledgement  is  made  to  the 
Lancashire  County  Council  for  permission  to  operate  a measuring 
instrument  at  Wilfred  Geere  House,  and  also  to  the  South  East 
Lancashire  and  North  Cheshire  Consultative  Committee  for 
Atmospheric  Pollution  Investigation,  who  supply  the  measuring 
and  recording  equipment. 


The  measurements  of  smoke  taken  in  the  smoke-controlled 
part  of  the  town  in  the  months  of  January,  February  and  March, 
1971,  when  smoke  control  orders  were  suspended,  showed  an 
increase  of  almost  15%  over  the  figures  for  the  same  period  in  1970, 
when  the  smoke  control  orders  were  in  operation. 


For  some  years  the  Farnworth  Clean  Air  Handbook  has  been 
available  to  householders  in  proposed  smoke  control  areas  and 
other  interested  members  of  the  general  public.  A revised  edition 
of  the  Handbook  was  published  in  the  year  under  review. 
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TABLE  4. 


Monthly  Averages 


Month 

1971 

Average  of  daily  recordings — shown  as 
microgrammes  of  pollutant  per  cubic  metre  of  air 

Smoke 

Sulphur 

Town 

Hall 

Wilfred  Geere 
House 

Town 

Hall 

! Wilfred  Geere 

1 House 

January 

210 

111 

283 

! 171 

February 

143 

102 

228 

' 150 

March 

129 

71 

183 

129 

April 

113 

57 

189 

141 

May 

66 

27 

131 

; 92 

June 

62 

24 

106 

73 

July 

28 

17 

89 

65 

August 

56 

27 

105 

87 

September 

104 

47 

165 

130 

October 

118 

54 

173 

1 119 

November 

133 

40 

184 

i 

December 

143 

42 

200 

I 95 

TABLE  5. 

Annual  Averages 


Year 

(January — 
December) 

Smoke 

Sulphur 

Town 

Hall 

Wilfred  Geere 
House 

Town 

Hall 

Wilfred  Geere 
House 

1961 

295 

308 

277 

309 

1962 

351 

340 

365 

386 

1963 

275 

294 

302 

285 

1964 

250 

257 

251 

219 

1965 

187 

193 

173 

160 

1966 

159 

155 

156 

168 

1967 

149 

120 

155 

164 

1968 

120 

74 

157 

154 

1969 

148 

45 

168 

70 

1970 

121 

55 

164 

104 

1971 

109 

52 

170 

111 

FOOD 


The  number  of  food  premises  of  various  types  in  the  Borough 
are  listed  in  Table  6.  In  addition  to  these  there  are  several  market 
stalls  from  which  food  is  sold. 

During  the  year  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  made  1,225 
visits  to  food  premises,  in  addition  to  slaughterhouse  visits  which 
are  recorded  in  a separate  section  of  the  Report.  This  was  a slight 
increase  over  previous  years,  reflecting  the  efforts  being  made  by 
the  Department  to  enforce  good  standards  of  food  hygiene  in  shops, 
restaurants,  food  factories,  markets  and  other  food  trading  premises. 
The  visits  included  examinations  of  unsound  food,  investigation  of 
complaints,  and  registration  inspections.  The  kitchens  at  Bolton 
District  General  Hospital  were  also  inspected. 

The  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  of  1970  came  into 
operation  in  March  1971.  They  include  all  the  provisions  of  earlier 
regulations  and  contain  additional  requirements  relating  to  unsound 
food,  protection  of  food  from  contamination,  separation  of  animal 
food  from  other  food,  wrapping  of  food,  and  the  wearing  of 
overalls  by  food  handlers.  All  occupiers  of  food  premises  were 
informed  of  the  new  Regulations. 

Satisfactory  food  hygiene  standards  on  the  town’s  market  were 
maintained.  No  unwrapped  food  (except  fruit  and  vegetables)  is 
allowed  to  be  sold  from  open  market  stalls,  and  facilities  provided 
for  market  traders  encourage  good  standards  of  personal  cleanliness. 
It  was  noted  on  occasions  that  because  of  the  popularity  of  the 
market,  the  amount  of  stall  space  available  for  some  greengrocery 
traders  was  inadequate,  resulting  in  open  crates  of  fruit  and 
vegetables  having  to  be  stored  on  the  ground,  with  consequent  risk 
of  contamination. 

Regrettably,  no  significant  progress  was  made  during  the 
year  in  replacing  the  out-dated  and  unsatisfactory  market  fish 
stalls. 

During  the  year  the  Department  instigated  legal  proceedings 
against  the  proprietors  of  a restaurant  in  the  Borough,  whose 
premises  were  below  the  standard  required  by  the  Food  Hygiene 
(General)  Regulations,  1970.  Ten  contraventions  of  the  Regulations 
were  proved,  and  the  two  proprietors  were  each  fined  £50. 

The  Inspectors  made  174  visits  in  1971  to  food  warehouses 
and  shops  to  examine  food  as  to  its  fitness  for  consumption.  The 
total  amount  found  to  be  unfit  was  10,7361bs.  comprising: 


23 


Canned  food  6818  lbs. 

Frozen  food  3454  lbs. 

Meat  442  lbs. 

Other  food  22  lbs. 


This  was  surrendered  to  the  Inspectors  and  destroyed. 

There  were  17  food  hawkers  registered  to  trade  in  the  Borough 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Enforcement  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  provisions  concerning 
adulteration,  quality,  and  labelling  of  foodstuffs  is  the  responsibility 
of  the  Lancashire  County  Council,  whose  officers  took  147  samples 
in  the  Borough  in  1971.  Details  of  these  samples  are  given  in  Table 

7. 


During  the  year,  24  complaints  were  received  by  the  Depart- 
ment from  purchasers  of  food  from  premises  in  Farnworth.  Details 
of  these  complaints  are  given  below. 

1.  Complainant  alleged  that  a meal  bought  in  a restaurant 
contained  rabbit  meat  instead  of  chicken.  Meat  found  to  be 
chicken. 

2.  Complainant  alleged  that  a meal  served  in  a restaurant  had 
an  unusual  smell.  No  evidence  found  to  support  complaint. 

3.  Discolouration  in  loaf  of  bread.  Found  to  be  particles  of  oil, 
probably  introduced  into  the  oven  when  bread  was  being 
baked,  due  in  malfunction  of  oven  oil-burners.  Manufacturer 
cautioned. 

4.  Packet  of  cheese  contained  mould.  Probably  due  to  break- 
down of  refrigerator.  Store  manager  cautioned  and  manu- 
facturers informed. 

5.  Packet  of  rice  contained  particles  of  extraneous  substance. 
Shopkeeper  surrendered  remainder  of  rice  for  destruction. 

6.  Loaf  of  bread  contained  particles  of  extraneous  substance. 
Found  to  be  iron  oxide,  probably  from  baking  tin.  Manu- 
facturer cautioned. 

7.  Packet  of  cheese  contained  mould.  Probably  due  to  improper 
storage.  Shopkeeper  cautioned  and  manufacturer  informed. 

8.  Discolouration  of  sliced  roast  beef.  Shopkeeper  said  beef  had 
been  set  aside  for  destruction  as  “unsaleable”,  but  assistant 
had  inadvertently  sold  it.  Warning  given. 

9.  Cockroach  in  take-away  meal  from  restaurant.  Proprietors 
prosecuted  and  fined. 
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10.  Tin  of  luncheon  meat  contained  mould.  Investigation  showed 
that  old  stock  had  been  supplied  by  importers.  Retailer 
surrendered  remainder  of  consignment  for  destruction. 
Importers  cautioned. 

11.  I'in  of  broad  beans  contained  fly.  Canners  cautioned. 

12.  Purchaser  of  a loaf  of  bread  complained  that  it  was  stale. 
Manufacturers  advised  to  date-code  products. 

13.  Complainant  alleged  that  meat  and  potato  pie  contained 
extraneous  substance.  Found  to  be  a small  beetle.  Bakery 
cautioned. 

14.  Insect  in  curry  and  chips.  Chip-shop  proprietor  prosecuted  and 
fined. 

15.  Complainant  alleged  that  a carton  of  cream  left  by  milkman 
had  been  opened  and  contained  dirt.  No  evidence  found  to 
implicate  dairy. 

16.  Packet  of  frozen  fish  fingers  had  a peculiar  taste.  Probably  duo 
to  improper  storage.  Shopkeeper  cautioned  and  manufacturers 
informed. 

17.  Complainant  alleged  that  a packet  of  butter  was  rancid  when 
purchased.  Remainder  of  stock  in  store  examined  and  found 
satisfactory. 

18.  Complainant  alleged  that  meat  pie  contained  extraneous 
material.  Examination  showed  no  evidence  to  support 
complaint. 

19.  Meat  and  potato  pie  contained  a wasp.  Pie  manufactured 
outside  Borough.  Complaint  referred  to  and  dealt  with  by 
Health  Department  concerned. 

20.  Box  of  breakfast  cereal  contained  mould.  Found  to  have 
been  caused  by  storage  in  damp  conditions.  Retailer 
cautioned;  remainder  of  stock  surrendered  and  destroyed. 

21.  Tin  of  steak  and  kidney  pie  contained  spider.  Investigations 
inconclusive.  Manufacturer  advised. 

22.  Complainant  alleged  that  carrots  and  leeks  purchased  from 
greengrocery  shop  were  out  of  condition  when  sold.  Com- 
plainant advised  to  return  goods  to  shop. 

23.  Purchaser  claimed  that  contents  of  a packet  of  biscuits  were 
broken.  Complainant  advised  to  return  goods  to  shop. 

24.  Pork  pie  contained  mould.  Remainder  of  stock  in  store 
examined  and  found  satisfactory.  Store  manager  cautioned 
and  advised  on  stock  rotation  and  coding.  Manufactmers 
informed. 


TABLE  6. 

FOOD  PREMISES  IN  DISTRICT  AT  THE  END  OF  1971 
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lAbLE  7. 

ADULTERATION  OF  FOOD 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

Particulars  at  samples  taken  during  the  year  1971: 

Milk  106 

Other  articles  41 


'fhe  41  other  articles  comprised: 

1 Chicken  Meal 
1 Curry  Pickle 
1 Tea 

1'  Processed  Cheese,  canned 
1 Table  Jelly 

1 Plain  Flour 

2 Biscuits 

1 Fresh  Cream  Dessert 
1 Butter 
1 Oat  Meal 
1 Soup  Mixture,  dry 
1 Sardines  in  Tomato  sauce, 

canned 

1 Fish,  canned 

1 Salmon,  canned 

2 Bread 

1 Full  Cream  Milk  Food 
1 Tomatoes,  canned 
1 Pilchards  in  Tomato  Sauce, 
canned 

1 Beans  and  Baconburgers, 
canned 


1 Milk  condensed  skimmed 
sweetened 

1 Low  Fat  Soft  Cheese 
1 Butter  Puff  Biscuits 
i Pork  Luncheon  Meat 
1 Ginger  Nut  Biscuits 
1 Sterilised  Cream,  canned 
1 Milk  Condensed  Full  Cream 
1 Tuna  Steak  in  Oil,  canned 
1 Aspirin  Tablets 
1 Peas,  Dried 
1 Semolina 

1 Parazolodin  Tablets 

2 Ice  Cream 

1 Meat  and  Potato  Pie 

1 Part  meal  Beef  Curry  and  Chips 

1 Ice  Lolly 

1 Pork  Pie 

1 Flour  Confectionery 

1 Prawn  Chow  Mein  with  Curry 
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1 give  below  details  of  those  samples  on  which  the  County 
Analyst  gave  adverse  reports: — 


Sample 

Result  of  Analysis 

Action  Taken 

Soup  Mixture,  dry 

Macaroni  declared  in  list  of 
ingredients  but  none  found 
present. 

Packers  communi- 
cated with. 

Informal  Milk 

Freezing  Point  indicates  12.8% 
extraneous  water. 

Dairy  cautioned  & 
further  sample 
obtained 

Informal  Milk 

Freezing  Point  indicates  2.8% 
extraneous  water. 

Dairy  cautioned  & 
further  sample 
obtained 

Bread 

Contained  2 pieces  of  foreign 
matter,  which  had  originally  been 
one  concretion  of  iron  oxide 
mixed  with  wheat  dough,  weigh- 
ing 12  milligrams  and  measuring 
3.4  X 2.8  X 1.5  millimetres.  The 
site  in  which  it  was  baked  in  the 
loaf  was  clearly  visible.  Amount 
of  iron  present  approximately  3 
milligrams. 

Bakery  cautioned 
and  complainant 
informed. 

Inlormal  Milk 

Freezing  Point  indicates  0.6% 
extraneous  water 

Dairy  cautioned  & 
further  sample 
obtained. 

Formal  Milk 

Fat  Content  2-65%.  Delicient 
11.6%  fat. 

Producer 

cautioned. 

Formal  Milk 

Freezing  Point  indicates  0.3% 
extraneous  water. 

Producer 

cautioned. 

Informal  Milk 

Fat  content  2.70%  Deficient 
10.0%  fat. 

Producer 

cautioned. 

Informal  Milk 

Freezing  Point  indicates  18.5% 
extraneous  water. 

Formal  sample 
advised. 

Meal  & Potato 

Pie 

Contained  a small  beetle  “Carpo- 
philus  dimidiatus”  weighing  Img. 
and  measuring  3mm.  which  had 
been  subjected  to  heat  treatment. 

Bakery  cautioned 
and  complainant 
informed. 

Part  Meal  Beef 
Currx'’  Sc  Chips 

Contained  one  entire  dead  blue- 
bottle fly  (aliphora  erythoce- 
phala)  weighing  79  mlgms.  and 
measuring  11mm.  in  length. 

Prosecution 

Fined : £40 

Costs:  £3. 

Pork  Pie 

Contained  a patch  of  sporing 
green  mould  resembling  one  of 
the  penicillium  species  measuring 
about  20mms.  x 18mms.  situated 
on  top  of  the  meat- 

Vendor  cautioned 
re  stock  rotation. 

Informal  Milk 

Fat  content  2.10%.  Deficieni 
30.0%. 

Formal  sample 
obtained. 

l^rawn  Chow  Mein 
with  Curry 

Contained  one  dead  common 
cockroach  (blatta  orientalis) 

male,  the  entire  weight  0.267 
grms.  and  measuring  24mm.  in 
length. 

Prosecution 

Fined:  £50. 

Costs:  £13. 

MILK 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  152  milk  distributors  on  the 
Department's  register.  Most  of  these  are  shopkeepers  selling 
sterilised  milk. 

The  statutor}^  licensing  authority  for  milk  producers  and 
dealers  is  the  Lancashire  County  Council,  Vv^hose  officers  took  1(16 
samples  in  Farnworth  during  1971.  These  samples  were  examined 
for  quality  and  bacteriological  purity.  Seven  samples  were  found 
to  be  sub-standard;  details  are  given  in  Table  7. 


ICE-CREAM 

At  the  31st  December,  1971  the  Department’s  register  of 
premises  used  for  the  manufacture,  storage  or  sale  of  ice-cream 
('ontained  the  nanres  of  2 manufacturers  and  158  dealers.  Most  of 
the  dealers  are  shopkeepers  selling  pre-packed  ice-cream  produced 
by  large  manufacturers.  During  the  year  six  samples  of  ice-cream 
were  taken  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination.  All  gave  satisfactory  results,  five 
samples  being  Grade  I and  one  Grade  IT 


MEAT  INSPECTION 

The  slaughtering  of  cattle  and  sheep  for  human  ('onsumption 
continued  throughout  the  year  at  a small  privately-owned  slaughter- 
house, the  only  one  in  the  Borough.  In  accordance  with  the  Meat 
Inspection  Regulations,  the  carcases  and  organs  of  all  animals 
slaughtered  were  examined  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  at  the 
time  of  slaughter  or  soon  afterwards.  As  in  previous  years,  the 
animals  were  of  good  quality  and  little  evidence  of  disease  was 
found. 

The  total  number  of  animals  killed  in  the  year  was  2,226, 
slightly  less  than  in  1970,  and  the  number  of  visits  to  the  slaughter- 
house recorded  by  the  Inspectors  was  414. 

In  spite  of  the  slaughterhouse  premises  being  old,  badly 
designed,  and  ill-sited,  reasonable  standards  of  cleanliness  were 
maintained  and  the  slaughterhouse  was  operated  in  a generally 
satisfactory  way. 

Details  of  animals  slaughtered  and  the  iiK'ideiK'e  of  disease  are 
given  in  Table  8. 


29 


TABLE  8. 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS 
Carcases  inspected  and  incidence  of  disease 


Cattle 

exclud- 

ing 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

1 

366 

1 

Nil 

1 

60 

1800 

Nil 

Number  inspected 

i 

366  1 

Nil 

60 

1800 

Nil 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci 

1 

1 

1 

i 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

17 

Nil 

Nil 

12 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis and  cysticerci 

4.6% 

Nil 

Nil 

0.66% 

Nil 

Tuberculosis  only: — 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Cysticercosis: — 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

Nil 

1 

1 Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  submitted  to 

treatment  by  refrigeration  ... 

Nil 

I 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Horses 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

NjI 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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WATER  SUPPLY 

Every  house  in  the  Borough  has  a piped  supply  of  mains  water 
supplied  by  Bolton  Corporation.  The  water  is  derived  from  upland 
gathering  grounds  and  is  filtered  and  treated  before  going  into 

supply. 

Samples  of  raw  and  filtered 'water  are  taken  regularly  by  the 
Waterworks  Department,  and  are  subjected  to  full  bacteriological 
and  chemical  analysis.  Special  examinations  and  analyses  are  made 
as  circumstances  require. 

During  1971,  679  samples  of  raw  water  were  subjected  to 
bacteriological  examination  and  partial  chemical  analysis  and 
29  to  full  chemical  analysis  in  the  statutory  area  of  supply.  In 
addition,  2,439  samples  of  filtered  and  treated  w'ater  received 
bacteriological  examination  and  partial  chemical  analysis  and  38 
full  chemical  analysis.  The  results  showed  that  the  filtered  and 
treated  water  was  of  excellent  quality,  B.Coli  being  absent  in 
97.3%  of  the  potable  water  samples  tested.  All  water  is  treated 
before  passing  into  supply. 

I 

No  special  action  was  required  to  be  taken  in  respect  of  any 
form  of  contamination.  From  tests  made  the  water  was  shown  to 
have  no  significant  plumbo-solvent  action. 

In  1971,  269  metres  of  new  water  mains  were  laid  by  the 
Wateiworks  Department  in  the  Borough,  mostly  to  new  property. 


PUBLIC  BATHS 

The  town’s  Public  Baths  in  King  Street  are  about  eighty  years 
old,  and  despite  extensive  renewals  of  plant  and  reconstruction  of 
the  pool  itself  over  the  past  sixteen  years,  it  is  recognised  that  the 
Baths  are  in  need  of  complete  replacement,  and  plans  are  being 
prepared  for  this  to  be  done. 

In  1971  there  were  86,041  admissions  to  the  swimming  pool. 
The  absence  of  bathroom  facilities  in  many  of  Farnworth’s  houses 
is  illustrated  by  the  number  of  people  using  the  slipper  baths 
during  the  year — ^10,087. 

In  addition  to  routine  daily  sampling  and  testing  of  the 
swimming  pool  water  by  the  Baths  staff,  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  took  38  samples  for  bacteriological  examination  during 
the  year.  Five  of  these  showed  unduly  high  bacteria  counts, 
probably  due  to  inadequacy  of  the  filtration  plant.  Subsequent 
samples  taken  after  increasing  the  chlorine  dosage  were  satisfactory. 
The  remaining  33  samples  taken  gave  satisfactory  results. 
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DRAINAGE 

All  new  drainage  schemes  are  supervised  by  the  Corporation’s 
Building  Inspector.  Alterations  and  repairs  to  existing  drainage 
are  dealt  with  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors.  Where  practicable, 
all  new  drainage  work  is  subjected  to  smoke  or  water  test  before 
approval.  During  the  year,  414  visits  were  made  by  Health 
Department  staff  in  connection  with  drainage  works. 


SEWERAGE 

All  premises  in  the  Borough  are  connected  to  the  town’s 
sewerage  system. 

Much  of  the  main  sewerage  system  has  been  renewed  in  rec'ent 
years,  and  a further  contract  for  reconstructing  certain  lengths  of 
sewer  affected  by  subsidence  in  the  New  Bury  area  commenced  at 
the  end  of  the  year. 

The  town’s  sewage  is  piped  to  the  Bolton  and  District  Sewage 
Board’s  works  at  Ringley,  where  it  is  treated  to  an  acceptable 
standard  of  purification  before  being  discharged  into  the  river 
Irwell. 


SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION 

All  sanitary  accommodation  in  the  Borough  is  on  the  fresh 
water  system.  There  are  no  waste  water  closets  or  pail  closets. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

The  Corporation’s  Cleansing  Services  are  controlled  by  the 
Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor. 

Weekly  collections  of  domestic  refuse  were  maintained  through- 
out most  of  the  year,  and  trade  refuse  from  commercial  and 
industrial  premises  was  collected  as  often  as  necessary. 

It  was  another  busy  year  in  the  '‘special  collection"  department 
— discarded  household  items  too  bulky  to  go  into  the  dustbins 
continued  to  proliferate,  and  the  collection  of  these  items,  which 
is  undertaken  free  of  charge,  places  an  increasing  demand  on  the 
sei*vice.  Even  so,  it  is  well  worthwhile  if  it  prevents  the  dumping 
of  rubbish  on  spare  land  and  in  back  streets — a problem  common 
to  many  local  authorities. 
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About  11,250  dustbins  were  emptied  each  week,  and  a total 
ot  some  7,000  tons  of  refuse  was  disposed  of.  The  number  of 
dustbins  is  increasing,  due  to  the  provision  by  many  households, 
especially  in  smoke-controlled  areas,  of  two  bins  instead  of  one. 

All  Farnworth’s  refuse  is  disposed  of  at  the  Bolton  Coi*pf)ra- 
tion’s  Refuse  Disposal  Works,  mainly  by  incineration. 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

A new  block  of  public  conveniences  in  the  Town  Centre  was 
('ompleted  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  The  large  number  of  people 
using  these  conveniences  and  expressing  their  approval  of  them  is 
confirmation  of  comments  in  previous  Annual  Reports  on  the  need 
for  decent  conveniences,  especially  in  the  centre  of  the  town. 

The  design  of  the  new  conveniences  allows  the  main  sections, 
which  are  attended  throughout  the  day  and  which  contain  wash- 
basins with  hot  and  cold  water  and  facilities  for  disabled  users, 
to  be  closed  off  during  the  night,  leaving  small  sections  containing 
the  basic  facilities  available  at  all  times.  Under  this  arrangement, 
which  works  well,  damage  to  expensive  fittings  when  the  con- 
veniences are  unattended  is  avoided,  while  the  public  have  access 
to  toilet  facilities  twenty-four  hours  a day. 

Attendants  are  normally  on  duty  from  8-30  a.m.  to  lO  p.m. 
from  Monday  to  Saturday.  This  raises  a considerable  charge  on  the 
rates,  but  it  means  that  the  conveniences  are  kept  clean  and  tidy, 
damage  is  minimised,  standards  of  maintenance  are  good,  and 
facilities  in  working  order  are  available  when  they  are  most  needed. 
The  cost  should  be  seen  as  a small  price  to  pay  for  a public  servic'c 
which  is  so  essential  yet  so  often  neglected. 

The  condition  of  unattended  conveniences  in  other  parts  of  the 
town,  which  continually  suffer  at  the  hands  of  vandals,  remains 
a source  of  concern.  The  problem  was  discussed  by  the  Council 
during  the  year,  and  it  is  hoped  that  there  will  be  something 
positive  to  report  in  next  year’s  review. 
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RODENT  AND  PEST  CONTROL 

'I'his  work  engaged  the  full-time  services  of  the  Department’s 
Rodent  Operative  throughout  the  year.  In  all,  590  requests  for 
treatment  against  rodents  and  pests  were  received  and  dealt  with 
during  1971.  A wide  range  of  pests  was  encountered,  including  rats, 
mice,  rabbits,  fleas,  bugs,  wasps,  bees,  silverfish,  beetles,  cock- 
roaches, crickets  and  flies. 

In  addition  to  dealing  with  surface  infestations  of  rats,  the 
Operative  supei'vised  the  treatment  with  fluoracetamide  poison  of 
1,117  sewer  manholes,  which  was  done  by  a specialist  firm  of 
contractors.  Poisoning  of  rats  in  the  sewers  is  an  essential  part  of 
rodent  control  work. 

Details  of  rodent  control  inspections  and  treatments  carried 
out  in  1971  are  given  in  Tables  9 and  10. 


TABLE  9. 

RODENT  CONTROL 


Properties  other  than  sewers 


Type  of  Property 

Non- 

Agricultural 

Agricultural 

(a)  Number  of  properties  in  district 

11,008 

3 

(b)  Total  number  of  properties 

(including  nearby  premises) 
inspected  following  notification 

698 

- 

(c)  Number  of  (b)  infested  by  — 

rats 

212 

mice 

267 

- 

(d)  Total  number  of  properties  inspected 
for  rats  and  / or  mice  for  reasons 
other  than  notification 

125 

(e)  Number  of  (d)  infested  by  — 

rats 

30 

mice 

- 

- 
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TABLE  10. 

SEWER  TREATMENTS 


Number  of  Sewer 

Dates  of  Treatment  Manholes  Treated 


May,  June  and  July,  1971 


1,117 


FACTORIES 

The  Register  of  Factories,  as  required  to  be  kept  by  the 
Factories  Acts,  contains  the  addresses  of  124  factories.  Of  these 
120  are  provided  with  mechanical  power. 

Most  of  the  inspection  and  enforcement  work  in  factories  is 
done  by  H.M.  Factory  Inspectorate.  During  the  year  20  factory 
visits  were  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors. 

The  prescribed  particulars  on  administration  of  the  Factories 
Acts,  as  requested  by  the  Department  of  Employment  and  Pro- 
ductivity, are  given  in  Table  11. 
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TABLE  11. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 
PART  I OF  THE  ACT 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 
during  1971. 


Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspect- 

ions 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occu- 

piers 

prosecu- 

ted 

(5) 

(i)  I'aciories  in  which  Sections  1,  2, 

3,4,  and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities... 

4 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 

which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

120 

18 

. 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  outworkers’ 
premises)  ... 

2 

2 

Total 

126 

22 

- 

- 

2 — Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Number  of  cases 
were 

1 

in  which  defects 
found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which  pros- 
ecutions 
were 

instituted- 

(6) 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

1 Refe 

To  H.M. 
Remedied  Inspector 
(3)  (4) 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 
. (5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

1 

1 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Inadequate 

ventilation  (S.4) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Sanitary  Conven- 
iences (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offen- 
ces relating  to  Out-work) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

i 

1 Nil 

Nil 

Total  ... 

1 

i 1 

Nil 

1 

Nil 
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PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 

Outwork  (Sections  133  and  134) 


Section  133 

Section  134 

Nature 

of 

work 

No.  of  out- 
workers in 
August  list 
required 
by  Section 
133  (1)  (c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending 
lists  to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
prosecut- 
ions for 
failure  to 
supply 
lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole- 
some 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prose- 

cutions 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

Rug 

making 

, 

, 

6 

Nil 

Nil 

NU 

Nil 

Nil 
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PET  SHOPS 

Four  premises  are  licensed  as  Pet  Shops  under  the  Pet  Animals 
Act  1951.  All  the  premises  were  visited  during  the  year  and  found 
satisfactory. 


BOARDING  KENNELS 

'I'here  is  one  establishment  in  the  Borough  licensed  under  the 
Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963.  The  premises,  which 
are  licensed  to  keep  a maximum  of  30  dogs  and  20  cats,  were 
conducted  in  a generally  satisfactory  manner. 


OFFICES  AND  SHOPS 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  206  premises  on  the  register 
Inquired  to  be  kept  by  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises 
Act,  1963.  The  register  showed  a total  of  1,155  persons  employed 
i.:  these  premises. 

During  1971,  the  number  of  visits  to  registered  premises  was 
71,  including  24  general  inspections.  This  is  considerably  less  than 
achieved  in  previous  years;  the  time  available  for  this  work  during 
the  year  was  limited  by  other  commitments  and  by  depletion  of 
staff. 


The  Act  requires  occupiers  of  registered  premises  to  notify  the 
(X'currence  of  accidents  causing  injury  to  their  employees.  In  1971 
only  two  minor  accidents  were  reported,  neither  of  which  warranted 
any  action  being  taken. 


Tables  12,  13  and  14  give  details  of  premises,  persons  employed, 
and  contraventions  found  on  inspection. 
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TABLE  12. 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 


Offices 

Retail 

shops 

Whole- 

sale 

shops, 

ware- 

houses 

Catering 
establishments 
open  to  public, 
canteens 

Fuel 

storage 

depots 

Number  of  registered 
premises  at  end  of  year. 

37 

126 

11 

30 

2 

Number  of  registered 
premises  receiving  a 

general  inspection  during 
the  year. 

18 

1 

Number  of  exemptions 
current  at  end  of  year: 

Space  (S.5.(2)  ) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Temperature  (S.6) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Sanitary  conveniences 
(S.9) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Washing  facilities 

(S.IO) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

TABLE  13 


Analysis  of  Persons  employed  in  Registered  Premises  by  Workplace 


Class  of  workplace 

Number  of 
persons  employed 

Offices 

249 

Retail  Shops 

545 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 

108 

Catering  establishments  open  to  public 

202 

Canteens 

21 

Fuel  storage  depots 

30 

Total 

. 

1155 

Total  Males 

431 

Total  Females 

724 

39 


TABLE  14. 

Analysis  of  Contraventions  found  in  Registered  Premises 

during  1971 

Contraventions  Number  Found 


Cleanliness  3 

Temperature  2 

Accommodation  for  clothing  3 

Floors,  passages  and  stairs  2 

Sanitary  conveniences  1 

Washing  facilities  1 

Supply  of  drinking  water  1 

Sitting  facilities  1 

First  Aid  2 


Total  . . , 


16 
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STAFF 

A replacement  for  the  Insj)ector  who  left  the  Department  at  the 
end  of  1970  was  not  obtained  until  September,  1971.  For  eight 
months  of  the  year,  therefore,  the  strength  of  the  Inspectorate  was 
reduced  by  a third.  This  is  reflected  in  the  number  of  visits 
recorded  by  the  Inspectors — 7,931  compared  with  9,486  in  1970. 


The  disappearance  under  clearance  schemes  of  more  than 
a thousand  old  houses,  many  of  them  tenanted,  has  gi-adually 
reduced  the  number  of  housing  complaints  received  in  the  Depart- 
ment, and  accordingly  the  number  of  visits  made  by  the  Inspectors 
under  this  heading  diminishes  each  year. 


In  1971,  the  total  number  of  complaints  of  all  kinds  receivc'd 
by  the  Department  was  1,054,  compared  with  928  in  1970, 


Table  15  gives  details  of  visits  made  in  1971. 
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TABLE  15. 

VISITS  MADE  DURING  1971 

PUBLIC  HEALTH 

Repair  of  houses 
Disinfestation 
Moveable  dwellings 
Accumulations  and  tips 
Drainage  visits 
Drain  tests 
Public  sewers 
Dustbins 

Keeping  of  animals  and  birds 

Infectious  disease 

Disinfection 

Water  supply 

Nuisances 


HOUSING 

Housing  surveys 

Individual  unfit  houses 

Houses  in  Clearance  Areas 

Cleared  sites  or  demolition  in  progress 

Improvement  Grants 

Improvement  Areas 

Building  Sites  ... 

Kent  Acts  ... 

Qualification  Certificates 


373 

38 

50 

400 

414 

119 

32 

36 

81 

199 

8 

16 

380 


307 

21 

321 

158 

226 

8 

11 

5 

9 


FOOD 

Slaughterhouses 

Butchers  shops 

Fish  shops 

Grocers 

Greengrocers 

Confectioners  shops 

Sweet  shops 

Bakehouses 

Warehouses 

Dairies 

Milkshops 

Fish  & Chip  shops 

Restaurants,  cafes  and  canteens 

Market  stalls 

Licensed  premises 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

Ice  cream  premises 

Ice  cream  samples 

Inspection  of  unsound  food 

Food  vehicles 

Food  hawkers 

Other  food  visits 


414 

63 

27 

83 

60 

27 

4 

19 

11 

3 

2 

47 

50 

162 

31 

388 

14 

5 

174 

19 

9 

27 


42 


FACTORIES,  OFFICES  AND  SHOPS 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Offices  and  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  71 


CLEAN  AIR 

Smoke  observations 
Industrial  air  pollution 
Domestic  air  pollution 
Smoke  Control  Areas 
Measurement  of  air  pollution 


212 

35 

27 

700 

501 


RODENT  CONTROL 

Surface  infestations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  478 

Sewer  treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 


MISCELLANEOUS 

Public  conveniences 
Water  samples 
Public  Baths 
Schools 
Pet  shops 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments 
Places  of  entertainment  ••• 

Noise  nuisances 
Other  visits 


374 

42 

102 

2 

15 
8 

16 
O 

464 
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